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Traditionally, sacred groves are used mainly for spiritual activities, burial
grounds, and watershed management (Ormsby, 2013). The linkage between
sacred groves and religion is well established in the literature (see Gadgil and
Vartak, 1975; Hughes and Chandran, 1998; Kulkarni, 2018). The existence
of sacred groves can be traced from the practice of nature worship which
Is as old as humanity itself, and is still prevalent in many parts of world
(Barik ¢ al., 2006). An inherent part of this practice is preserving parts of
% forest that had existed for centuries for posterity. Such sacred forests are
ound throughout the world and nicely protected and managed by the l.ocal
“OMmunities for the welfare of society. They provide a repository for various
Yurvedic medicines. Since in most sacred groves hunting an.d loggmg ;ﬁe
@00, the vegetation cover reduces soil erosion and desertlﬁcsmon.f e
Modern yseg of sacred groves include biodiversity hotspots as well as ;C ug;f
o plant and animal species which have become extinct in other areas. Sace
Rl | iding fresh air and
&Toves also et as recreational parks in urban areas it 5
*enes of natury] greenery; and thus, a tourist attraction.
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